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tor several years that the application of duplicating equipment

to Govermment needs is S0 broad that departments and agencies

have been given wide latitude in fulfilling their duplicating
requirements. Within the limitation of the ‘torm duplioating, ,
as currently defined by the Joint Committee on Printing, depart- )
ments and agencies can select a wide range of squipment to satisfy
their timely needs for small quentities of forma snd documents.
" Larger quantities, honvor. oan ba produged more lcononlcany by
prlntinc.

Because of this wide latitu’s, inocluding the acquisition
of duplicating equipment without prior approval of t.s Joint
Committee on Printing, it i3 urged that careful consideration be
given to purchase er rental costs.or other costs in connection
with t.ho oporauon or that aquipnent. . . '

on Ootobor 10. 1963. me GSA usucd cinuhr Bo. 317
which announced the initiation of a program to ‘establish and
operate a nationwide field dupliocating service on & reimbursable
basis. The plants are scheduled to be located in multiagency
ocoupied Federal office buildings and also will serve comontrntions
of Federal orricu in some areas.

Prior to the usmcc of ctroular 317 the Joint Committee
on Printing tonsideréd ‘and endorséd the progres ‘in prineiple after
carefully considering its potential economy and other advantages.
That endorsement was based on the pelicies set forth in the
committes’s httar of Decembesr 7, 19632, as teumt

.« «p the Jof"t Committse on Printing has a long-
standing, consistently applied Governmentwide policy that it
does not delegate the authority to establish Govermment printing
plants, nor does it give continuing, blanket authority to the
pro;ral omhlumcm ot luluph prinunc planu.

. 'connquanuy. pnram; to that ponoy. it is the
committee's cenclusion that (a) requests to estsblish printing
plants within the subjeot program will b.f cvaluat_cd individually -
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with objective consideration being givem to the geographical
location, the availability of commercial printing services or

other oxisting Government printing services, the nature and vol-

ume of the printing needs, sto.; and (b) any (printing) plant
authorized to be established will be operated by the General
Services Administration, the Government Printing 0ffice, or another
appropriate agency, either injitially or lubuqx;mtly, in agoordance
with justification which meets the dommittse's regquirsment of ’
tulrnuns the. best intoruu of the Gonrmont.

The Oovomont Printing 0ffice uinuins f1el4 service
offices in New York, Chicago, Denver, San Francisco, and Seattle
which provide printing and prianting proourement services for
departments and agencies. The committee long has urged Govern-
ment agenciés to utilize the services provided by these offices in
the interest of promoting economy and effiolemcy. Consequently, :
1n the svent any Government agency in the five descrided areas
008 DOt 8lagt Lo procure its eyn gontrsot :Lpld .rtnuu. said L _
A mmm h'ﬁm iy the: Qress O ke s
-unless otherwise authorised by the Joint co-ittn on- Mmim. - ’

Very truly yours,
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